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small -parish charity-schools which have no support, but the
casual goodwill of charitable people, I do altogether dis-
approve the custom of putting the children 'prentice, except
to the very meanest trades; otherwise the poor honest
citizen, who is just able to bring up his child, and pay a
small sum of money with him to a good master, is wholly
defeated, and the bastard issue, perhaps, of some beggar pre-
ferred before him. And hence we come to be so over-
stocked with 'prentices and journeymen, more than our
discouraged country can employ; and, I fear, the greatest
part of our thieves, pickpockets, and other vagabonds are of
this number.

Therefore, in order to make these parish charity-schools
of great and universal use, I agree with the opinion of many
wise persons, that a new turn should be given to this whole
matter.

I think there is no complaint more just than what we find
in almost every family, of the folly and ignorance, the fraud
and knavery, the idleness and viciousness, the wasteful
squandering temper of servants, who are, indeed, become
one of the many public grievances of the kingdom; whereof,
I believe, there are few masters that now hear me who are
not convinced by their own experience. And I am not very
confident, that more families, of all degrees, have been
ruined by the corruptions of servants, than by all other
causes put together. Neither is this to be wondered at,
when we consider from what nurseries so many of them are
received into our houses. The first is the tribe of wicked
boys, wherewith most corners of this town are pestered, who
haunt public doors. These, having been born of beggars,
and bred to pilfer as soon as they can go or speak, as years
come on, are employed in the lowest offices to get themselves
bread, are practised in all manner of villainy, and when they
are grown up, if they are not entertained in a gang of thieves,
are forced to seek for a service. The other nursery is the
barbarous and desert part of the country, from whence such
lads come up hither to seek their fortunes, who are bred up
from the dunghill in idleness, ignorance, lying, and thieving.
From these two nurseries, I say, a great number of our ser-
vants come to us, sufficient to corrupt all the rest. Thus,
the whole race of servants in this kingdom have gotten so ill